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STAND in this Place, my 
W Fellow Townſmen, and my worthy! 
Patrons, at the Call of thoſe to 
whom you have committed the! 
Direction of your public Apairs, | 
to condole with you. for the Loſs 
of your late generous B ene factor, THE FOUNDER | 
OF THis HousE. Certain I am, there are Num- 


bers | 
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IM bers in this great Aſſembly, who could upon this Oc- 
caſion have done more Fuſtice to his Memory, and 
have better diſcharg d the Office that is enjoin'd me. 
But the Commands of thoſe (for ſuch I muſt always 
| eſteem their Deſires) who have devolved this 
Charge upon me, and the Veneration I have for the 
| Vertues of the Deceas'd, oblige me to bear what 
[| little Part I can, in a grateful Acknowledgment of 
te juſt Regard due to the Memory of a Man, 
| | whoſe Name, I'm ſure, will never be forgotten 
among us. 


How ſoon, alas ! is our Joy for having found ſuch 
a Benefactor, chang'd into Mourning for the Loſs 
of him! But a few Months are paſs d, ſince we 
were framing Votes, and conſulting the beſt Mea. 
| ſures to expreſs our Gratitude for his unexampled 
ö Favours ; and this firſt annual Meeting within theſe 
| Walls 
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Walls that were rais'd by his Boumpy, finds us 
allembled in the deepeſt Sorrow for his Deceaſe. 


Inſtances of Mortality are never more afſecting 


than in thoſe whoſe Lives have been public Bleſſings. 
Surely then, every Breaſt muſt feel a more than 
common Diſtreſs, for the Loſs of One, whoſe Large- 


| neſs of Heart equal'd, great as it was, his Power to 
do Good. Honeſt Induſtry muſt mourn, for which 


the Exerciſe of his Bounty found an almoſt conſtant 


Employment: And they that know how to pity 


the Calamities of human Nature themſelves, will 
* mourn for him that akrays reliev'd them. 


So ſoon as he arriv'd to the Poſſeſſion of his large 


, and plentiful Eſtate ; inſtead of frutleſly hoarding | 
| up his Treaſures, tho' no Man manag'd his Affairs 


with greater Prudence and 7; WP Yor ; inſtead of 
waſting | 
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j waſting them in Luxury, tho Plenty always crown'd 
his Board; inſtead of neglecting the Wants of his 
| Fellow-Creatures, an unhappy Circumſtance too 


|| often attending the Poſſeſſion of Riches, he made it 
| manifeſt that he underſtood the true Improvement of 
1 Wealth, and was determin'd to purſue it. It was 
to him the highe/? Enjoyment of Riches, to relieve 
| the Wants of the Needy, from which he was him- 
; | Jelf exempted, to ſee Mankind rejoicing in the 
| Fruits of his Bounty, and to feel that divine Satiſ- 
| faction which reſults from communicating Happi- 
neſs to others. His Acts of Charity were ſo ſecret 
and #7bounded, that none but they who were the 
Objects of it, can compute the Sums which he an- 
| nually diſtributed among them. His Alms flow'd 
like a fruitful River, that diffuſes it's Streams 
| | thro” a whole Country. He fed the Hungry, and 


he c/oath'd the Naked, he comforted the Fatherleſs, 


and 
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| 
and the Y;jdows in their Affliction, and his Boun- 
ties viſited the Priſoner. So that aLMicuty GOD 
in giving Riches to THis MN, ſeems to have 
ſcattered Bleſings all abroad among the People. | 


But theſe private Charities were not the only 
Effects of his public Spirit, which, not contented 
with diſtributing his Benefactions to private Zumi- 
lies, extended them to this who/e Community. Lets 
THIS STATELY Z4EDIFICE which bears his 
Name witneſs for him, what Sums he expended in 
publick Munificence. This Building erected by 
him at an immenſe Charge, for the Convenience and 
Ornament of the Town, is incomparably the great- 
eſt Benefattion ever yet known to our weſtern Shear. 
Yet this Hffect of his Bounty, however great, is 
but the 7 Fruits of his Generoſity, a Pledge of 
what his Heart, always devifins liberal Things, 

B would. 
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| | would have done for us, had his Life been ſpar d. 
It is an anſpeaſtable Loſs to the Town, that he was 
| | taken away in the iaſt of his Days, and in fo ſudden 
a Manner, as to prevent his making Provifion for 
what his generous Heart might deſign. For I am 
ll well affur'd, from thoſe who were - acquainted with 
his Purpoſes, that he had many more Bleſſings in 


|| Store for us, had Heaven prolong'd his Days. 


1 But he is gone! The Town's Bene faclor, the 
i | Comforter of the Diſtreſs a, and the poor Man's 
ll Friend. 


Ne is gone! And all his Plans of future Boun- 
ties with him, they are buried in the Grave together. 
He ſhall be raid to Life again: And his intended 
Charities, tho they are loſt to us, will not be loſt to 
him. Defigns of Goodneſs and Mercy, prevented as 
theſe were, will meet with the Reward of Actions. 


te midſt of their Days 


Oppreſſors are continued, and excreaſe in Power ! 
GREAT GOD! How unſearchable are thy. 
| Ways ! — We confeſs our Sins, but Ju and 


7 


| nefaffor, you have paſs'd the moſt honourable Re- 
| ſolves, and to preſerve his Memory, you have call'd 
| this Houſe by his Name. 
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He 1s gone ! — And muſt /ch Men die ! Die in 
Mult the Protefors and 
Fathers of the Diſtreſs'd be taken away, while their | 


righteous art 1 HOU. 


To expreſs your Gratitude to your generous Be- 


But in vain, alas, would 
you perpetuate his Memory by ſuch frail Materials! 
Theſe Walls, the preſent Monuments of his Fame, 

{hall moulder into Duſt : Theſe Foundations, how- 


| ever deeply laid, ſhall be forgotten. But his Deeds, 


his Charitics, {hall ſurvive the Ruins of Nature. 
And to have reliev'd the Miſeries of the Diſtreſs d, 


to 


Funeral ORAT ION. 


ll to have'/till'd the Cries of Orphans, and to have 
dry d the Widow's Tears, are Acts that ſhall embalm 
his Memory for many Generations on Earth, and 
[|| ſhall follow him beyond the Limits of Mortality, in- 
to thoſe (ful Regions where endleſsCharity dwells. 


What now remains, but my ardent Wiſhes, (in 
| which I know you will all concur with me) That 


if "*2his Hall may be ever ſacred to the Intereſts of 


| erty. May no private Views nor party Broils ever | 
li | enter within theſe Walls; but may the ſame public | 
j | Spirit that glow'd in the Breaſt of the generous 
Founder, influence all your Debates, that Society 
may reap the Benefit of them. 


1 May LIBERTy always ſpread its joyful Wings 
over this Place: Liberty that opens Men's Hearts 
* to 


Z Truth, of Juſtice, of Loyalty, of Honour, of Li- | 
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to Beneficence, and gives the Reliſh to thoſe who 


| enjoy the Effec7s of it. And may LoyaLTy to 
a KING, under whom we enjoy this Liberty, ever 
| remain our Character. A Character always juſtly 
| due to this Land, and of which our Emnemres havey 
in vain attempted to rob us. | | 


: * 


: 
l 


May thoſe who are the /heriters of the large 


Eſtate of our deceaſed Benefatfor, inherit likewiſ- 
: the Largeneſs of his Soul. May the Widow, the ] 


| Orphan, and the Helpleſs, find in them a Protecs 


tor, a Father, and a Support. In a Word, to ſum 
up all, May FANEUIL Iide in them. | 


that Beam from the Breaſt of the FATHER OF 
MERCIEs, which ſo ſoon as ever it enters our Bo- 


May CHaRITY, that moſt excellent of Graces, 


ſoms begins our Happineſs ; Charity, the Joy of 


Men, 


LM 
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ll Men, of Angels, of ALmichtyY GOD; which 


cCompleats the Felicity of Earth and Heaven: May 


it | 


the Hearts of thoſe who are like to our departed 
; * = Y * . * . 

Friend in their Fortunes, to reſemble him too in his 
Hounties: May there be rais'd up ſome new Bene- 


Factors in the room of him we have loſt, who ſhall, 
in 


| | if poſſible, rival Fanevir's Spirit. And may there 
always remain in this Town the fame grateful Sen- 


> _——.. : g 
N Arnents, the ſame vertuous Diſpoſitions, to remem- 
is 


ber their Benefactors with Honour. 
i 


Charity more abound among us. May it warm 
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